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U.S. CHARGES PAKI STANI MAN W TH
AGREEI NG TO HELP AL- QAEDA ASSOCI ATE

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, PASQUALE D AMJURO, the Assi stant
Director in Charge of the New York Ofice of the FBI, and RAYMOND
W KELLY, the New York Gty Police Conm ssioner, announced today
t hat UZAI R PARACHA, a Paki stani national with permanent resident
alien status in the United States, is charged with conspiring to
provi de material support and resources to Al-Qaeda.

PARACHA was charged in a crimnal Conplaint filed today
in Manhattan federal court. He is accused of agreeing to help an
Al - Qaeda associ ate obtain docunents that would allow himto re-
enter the United States and possibly grant himimm gration status
in the United States. In order to acconplish this, PARACHA al so
agreed to pose as the associate while in the United States.

According to the allegations in the Conplaint, while in
Paki stan earlier this year, PARACHA net with a man he believed to

be an Al - Qaeda associate. Upon |earning that PARACHA pl anned to



travel to the United States, the associ ate asked PARACHA to
performcertain tasks to assist the associate in obtaining United
States imm gration docunents.

Specifically, the Conplaint alleges, the A -Qaeda
associ ate asked PARACHA to contact the then-Inmm gration and
Nat ural i zati on Service (now the Bureau of Custonms and | nmgration
Services) and pose as the associate, in an effort to facilitate
t he i ssuance of a travel docunent for which the associate had
previously applied. If issued, the travel docunment would permt
the associate to re-enter, and possibly remain, in the United
States. However, the Al -Qaeda associ ate has renai ned overseas.
The Al - Qaeda associ ate al so asked PARACHA to deposit noney into
t he associate’s bank account, to use his credit cards, and to

cl ose his post office box in Maryland, all for the supposed

purpose of making it appear that the associate was still in the
United States. In fact, as PARACHA then knew, the associate was
still in Pakistan, according to the Conpl aint.

As alleged in the Conplaint, when the Al -Qaeda
associate net with PARACHA, the associate enphasized that he did
not want to learn any personal information about PARACHA, so that
if the associate were ever arrested and questioned, he could not
provi de any information about PARACHA.

According to the Conplaint, in February 2003, PARACHA

canme to the United States and began working out of an office in



Manhattan. During this period, the Al -Qaeda associate called
PARACHA on two occasions to inquire into the status of PARACHA s
efforts on his behalf. Wile in the United States, PARACHA

pl aced tel ephone calls on behalf of the Al -Qaeda associate to the
INS and to the bank where the associate nmai ntai ned an account.

In March 2003, PARACHA was interviewed by nenbers of
the New York Joint Terrorism Task Force and, anong ot her
statenments, advised the task force nmenbers that he was in
possessi on of several itens of identification belonging to the
Al - Qaeda associate. According to the Conplaint, a subsequent
search of PARACHA' s bel ongi ngs reveal ed, anong other itens, a
Maryl and driver’s license in the Al -Qaeda associate’ s nane, a
bank ATM check card in that nanme, and a post office box key that
was | ater determ ned to match the box that PARACHA stated had
been rented by the Al -Qaeda associ ate.

Al so found in the search of PARACHA s bel ongi ngs was a
handwritten docunent that included statenents such as “M status:
Asyl ee or refugee” and “The Document or Passport: Refugee Travel
Docunment,” as well as signatures in three different |ocations
that appear to be in the name of the Al -Qaeda associate, it was
charged in the Conplaint. The Conplaint also revealed that the
docunent included several specific instructions or itens of
i nformati on, each preceded by a handwitten star, as if for

enphasi s, including “always call from pay phone,” “put sonme noney



in my account,” “use it any gas station,” and “good practice of
my sign.”

PARACHA, 23, will be presented in Manhattan federal
court later today. |If convicted on the pendi ng charges, PARACHA
faces a maxi num sentence of 15 years in prison, and a maxi mum
fine of $250, 000.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Joint Terrorism
Task Force in conducting the investigation, and noted that the
i nvestigation is continuing.

Assi stant United States Attorney KARL METZNER is in
charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendant is presuned innocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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